
Respectful Distance
All large animals, even domesticated
cattle, can be dangerous to approach.
Though they look calm and peaceful,
bison are wild animals and don't like it
when humans get too close to them. 

You should never attempt to pet a bison
or stand too close. Please maintain a
respectful distance at all times and
remain in your vehicle when on the
roads. 

In the event that you have become too
close to a bison, please back away
slowly and do not make any loud noises. 

All bison should be avoided but if you
noticed that their tail is in an upright
position, they may be aggravated. If a
bison is showing signs of aggression, get
away immediately.

1.Tail down: animal is calm

2.Tail is slightly raised but tail end is

down: animal is alarmed

3.  Tail and tail end are raised: animal

is aggravated CSKT
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If you are interested in
learning more about our
wildlife, contact us at :

Phone: (406) 644-2211
BISONRANGE@CSKT.ORG

The Salish and Pend d'Oreille name
for bison is Qʷeyqʷay and the the
Kootenai name is Kamquq̓ ukuⱡ ʾiyamu.

The word Qʷeyqʷay can be translated
as 'many blacks', referring to the large
population of bison that roamed
North America prior to European
colonization.

Like many Native American tribes, the
Salish, Pend d'Oreille, and Kooentai
have a sacred relationship with bison.
Bison provided the tribes with
important resources and helped them
survive during harsh winters. 

To return the support given by the
bison, Salish, Pend d'Oreille, and
Kooentai would help maintain the
land so that the bison could thrive. 

Traditionally, every part of the bison
was used from its meat and hides to
its bones and horns. From this, the
tribes would make clothing, housing,
and tools.

Qʷeyq̓ ʷay - Kamquq̓ukuⱡ ʾiyamu
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https://www.google.com/search?q=bison+range&client=firefox-b-1-d&bih=546&biw=1280&hl=en&sxsrf=AOaemvIYJC7Kxbrm4cXL1i2zfRftnpoNKQ%3A1642090964642&ei=1FHgYabhJoa90PEPgZi58A0&ved=0ahUKEwimm4vFka_1AhWGHjQIHQFMDt4Q4dUDCA0&uact=5&oq=bison+range&gs_lcp=Cgdnd3Mtd2l6EAMyBAgjECcyBAgjECcyCwguEMcBEK8BEJECMgUIABCRAjIFCAAQgAQyBQgAEIAEMggIABCABBDJAzIFCAAQgAQyBQgAEIAEMgUIABCABDoHCAAQRxCwAzoHCAAQsAMQQzoHCAAQsQMQQzoKCAAQsQMQgwEQQzoHCC4QsQMQQzoLCAAQgAQQsQMQgwE6DgguEIAEELEDEMcBEKMCOgQIABBDOgsILhCABBCxAxCDAToICC4QgAQQsQM6DQguEIAEEIcCELEDEBQ6CAgAELEDEJECOgsILhCABBDHARCvAUoECEEYAEoECEYYAFDRFVi9H2CXIGgCcAJ4AYABhwOIAewNkgEHMC44LjEuMZgBAKABAcgBCsABAQ&sclient=gws-wiz#


Interesting Facts
There are two subspecies of American
bison, plains bison (Bison bison bison) and
woods bison (Bison bison athabascae).
Plains bison are most commonly found in
the USA, while woods bison are only found
in Canada and some parts of Alaska.

Plains bison can be identified by their
shorter stature, shaggier, more defined
coat on the shoulders, and smaller nose.

The American bison is the largest mammal
in North America.

A plains bison's hump is made of muscle,
which allows the bison to use its massive
head to push through snow.

Of the 30,000 plains bison managed for
conservation on public lands, only 11,000 of
them are considered 'genetically pure',
meaning they have not been cross bred
with cattle. The Bison Range herd and the
Yellowstone National Park herds are both
genetically pure.

Many Native American tribes still refer to
plains bison as buffalo, the colloquial term
for bison.

EXPLORE.
DISCOVER.
LEARN.

American Plains Bison: A Visitor Guide

500,000
years ago

Steppe bison
migrate into North
America via the

Bering Land Bridge.
These bison were the
acenstors of modern
day American Bison.

4,000 - 8,000 years ago
 First record of American
Bison (b.bison) in North

America

Pre-1700s
Plains bison are found

throughout North America,
ranging from Mexico to Canada.

Bison were an important
resource for many Native

American tribes who hunted
them for meat, hides, and other

uses. Total USA population is
estimated to be 60 million by the

end of the 1600s.

1700s

European settlers move
west, bringing cattle, trains,

and homesteads.
Competition with cattle

and transfer of disease led
to local population

extinctions and loss of
habitat.

Combined efforts of the U.S.
Federal Govenment and

Native American tribes from
around the country brings
back the plains bison from

extinction.

Plains bison conservation is
ongoing. Many Native
American tribes have

reintroduced plains bison to
their traditional lands via

private herds. Total
population in public herds is

estimated to be around
30,000.

1800s

Bison hides and fur are sold
internationally and over-

hunting is common. In 1830,
increased hunting of plains

bison encouraged to remove
food sources for Native

America tribes. In 1870 alone, it
is estimated that 2 million

bison were killed.

1870s
 Salish tribe member brings

home six orphan bison calves to
the Flathead Indian Reservation

and starts what will become
the Pablo-Allard herd

1900s

2000s

Late 1800s
 The plains bison population in the
USA was estimated to be less than
1000. Numerous state and federal
legislature had been passed in the

last few decades but with poor
enforcement.

1908
U.S. Federal

Government takes
land from the Flathead
Indian Reservation to
establish the Bison

Range.

Late 1900s
Plains bison population

in the USA is
estimated at around
20,000 - 25,000 in

public herds.

2020
Bison Range

Management was
signed over to the

Confederated Salish
and Koonetai tribes. 
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